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Fingers crossed for Ali 
Congratulations to one of the DEAFvibe founders, Ali 
France who has won the regional heat of the Sound 
Barrier Star Awards run by Specsavers and Hearing 
Dogs for the Deaf which recognises inspirational people 
who have a hearing loss.  

Ali will attend the regional finals at the Saville Club in 
London with the other 4 regional winners. The final 
award will be presented by ex Dallas actress and 
Dancing on Ice star Charlene Tilton who has recently 
been fitted with digital hearing aids.  

I’m sure we all agree that Ali has been an inspiration to 
all of us and wish her all the best for the finals. It is good 
to see the work that she, in partnership with Rowan, has 
put in to DEAFvibe being recognised. Well done and the 
very best of luck to you. 
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Dates for your Diary 

11th August – DEAFvibe Café – 
Steve Wynne –BSL Broadcasting 
Trust (morning). 

Nicki Holliday – Hearing Loss and 
Assitive Technology: taking part in 
research and having your say. 
(Both morning and afternoon 
cafes). 

17th August – DEAFvibe HUB. 
Newcastle Civic Offices. 10am – 
3pm. 

21st August – Sound Barrier Star 
Awards, London.  

7th September –DEAFvibe HUB 

8th September – DEAFvibe CAFÉ 
Loran Park from Stoke Citizens 
Advice Bureau – “Challenge North 
Staffs: Reporting Hate Crime.” 
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DEAFvibe HUB 

Well done to Rowan and Judith for a successful first DEAFvibe HUB. The HUB is an opportunity for 
you to try out assistive listening devices from loops to phones and other equipment in an environment 
where you can get the best, impartial advice from people who understand hearing loss and deafness. 

See dates for your diary above for the next HUB dates. See you there!  

A Late Summer Evening with Deafness Support Network, Northwich 

Deafness Support Network are hosting a spectacular fundraising evening at Eaton Park, Eccleston, 
Chester on 6th September from 7.30pm to 10pm. Tickets cost £20 from Deafness Support Network 

on 0808 208 2440 or through the website www.dsnonline.co.uk. 

Guests will be welcomed with fine wine and canapés on arrival with live jazz music by Adrian Reid 
and the Phil Steadman Jazz Orchestra. Dee Sign Choir (BSL choir) will also perform.  

DEAFvibe Feedback Submitted to Mental Health Care Consultation 
DEAFvibe have received confirmation that our formal submission to the Model of Care Consultation 
in ‘Improving Mental Health Services in North Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent’ has been received. 
We have been thanked for taking the time to put forward our views. We hope they will take the needs 
of deaf, hard of hearing and deafblind people into consideration during this consultation process. 

Staffordshire Lipreading Classes 
Lipreading classes and sessions on coping with hearing loss will be run by Tom Kane at two 
locations in Staffordshire. Tom is severely deaf and has tinnitus and understands the trials and 
tribulations of coming to terms with losing your hearing. You might remember him from the wonderful 
presentation he did on Hearing Dogs For the Deaf with his hearing dog Nevis at DEAFvibe café.  

The classes are at the following locations: 

• Christchurch Centre, Stone, Staffordshire – Tuesdays 10am to 12 noon. 
• Stafford College, Stafford – Fridays 10am to 12 noon. 

All classes cost £1 per session.  

For information and how to enroll, contact Glyns Coombs or Sue Harris at Stafford College on 01785 
275509 or email enquiries@staffordcoll.ac.org 

If you’re struggling with your hearing loss, do pop along for friendly support and teaching.  

North Staffs NHS Membership 
North Staffs Combined Health Care Trust is seeking members for its Foundation Trust in order to 

ensure that it is meeting the needs of local people.  
Membership is free and as a member you will have a say in how the Trust is run, be consulted on 
plans for changes to the Trust, be able elect governors and be eligible for some NHS discounts. 

Want to know more? Email: sheeba.mir@northstaffs.nhs.uk Tel: 0300 123 1565 ext 2099 


